
Commentary of the Federal State of the Rhineland-Palatinate in the context of 
the cross-border environmental impact assessment procedure pertaining to 
the construction of a new nuclear power station at the Wylfa Newydd site 
 
 

1. Statements of basic principle 
 
The state government of the Rhineland-Palatinate would like to express its thanks for 
having been given the opportunity to comment in the context of the cross-border 
environmental impact assessment procedure pertaining to the construction of a new 
nuclear power station at the Wylfa Newydd site. 
 
The government of the Rhineland-Palatinate acts conscious of the fact that each 
member state of the European Union has the right to determine the structure and 
composition of its energy supply itself. It is up to each individual state to make a 
decision for or against the use of a given form of energy. This opinion also forms the 
basis of the commentary of the Federal State of the Rhineland-Palatinate on the 
above-mentioned cross-border environmental impact assessment procedure. 
 
However, we are very concerned about the plans of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain to continue and expand its use of nuclear energy, and thus 
declare our vigorous opposition to the new construction project at the Wylfa 
Newydd site and the plans which have been presented in respect of it. 
 
The government of the Rhineland-Palatinate does not see the use of nuclear energy 
as a way of coping with the challenges posed by the energy supply of the future. 
Instead, it is investing in energy-saving and the further development of renewable 
energy forms.  
 
Nuclear energy has been and will continue to be an uncontrollable high-risk 
technology. When incidents occur it is associated with widespread environmental 
hazards of an unforeseeable nature and dire consequences for human health. The 
fact that these pernicious impacts on man and the environment extend far beyond 
the national and state borders of the country of origin concerned has been 
demonstrated quite clearly by the devastating reactor accidents at Chernobyl and 
Fukushima. In particular, the Chernobyl reactor accident of 1986 showed how 
radioactive substances can travel great distances via the air pathway and thus end 
up being distributed over vast areas. Given the far shorter distance to the power 
station site at Wylfa Newydd, radioactive air masses could under certain weather 
conditions reach the state border of the Rhineland-Palatinate in only a few hours if 



there were a similar incident, leading to major contamination and enormous 
economic damage. 
 
Following the catastrophe at Fukushima in 2011, an assessment of the risks of 
nuclear energy led the German legislators, in consensus with a large social majority, 
to resolve to opt out of the use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. The state 
government of the Rhineland-Palatinate contributed to the organisation of this swift 
abandonment of the use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes by the Federal 
Republic of Germany. For that reason too, it wishes to re-emphasise its disapproval 
of the construction of a new nuclear power station at Wylfa Newydd. 
 
The continued deployment or, indeed, expansion of the nuclear energy technology 
network is irresponsible, if not for any other reason, then because so far no 
permanent final repository exists for highly radioactive waste worldwide, so that many 
subsequent generations, quite apart from having their health jeopardised, will be 
burdened with immense economic disposal risks. 
 
Against the backdrop of these fundamental concerns, and that of the other 
misgivings set out in detail below, we request you to revise the decision to construct 
a new nuclear energy plant at the Wylfa Newydd site. 
 
 

2. Individual concerns regarding the documentation of the impacts of the 
project on the environment 

 
The UK Advanced Boiling Water Reactor (UK ABWR) reactor type which is still 
in the development phase 
 
The documentation that has been made available to us (see for example 8.1 of the 
Planning Statement, p. 7) states that the reactor type to be deployed will be a UK 
Advanced Boiling Water Reactor (UK ABWR) made by Hitachi-GE Nuclear Energy 
Ltd. As published in the press, the Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR) approved the 
generic design of the new reactor type on 17 December 2017. This reactor type, cited 
for the construction at the Wylfa Newydd site, is currently in its final planning phase. 
However, it has not been possible to find any more precise information about the 
detailed design of the pressurised-water reactor for the site in the documentation that 
has been published. 
 
Furthermore, the documentation only contains a rudimentary description of the basic 
technical details of the new nuclear power plant. For example, the power station units 



to be erected are quoted as being Generation III+ boiling-water reactors with a 
service life of at least 60 years. Their overall electrical net power output is said to be 
up to 3100 MWe. This electrical net power is to be generated by two UK ABWR 
power station units, each with an electrical net power output of up to 1600 MW. 
 
To this day, no Generation III+ nuclear power station units in the power output class 
quoted are in use. At present, only the EPR™ reactors are in this output range, with 
an electrical net power output of up to 1600 MW. The experience gained so far with 
the EPR™ reactors at the sites under construction in Flamanville and Olkiluoto bears 
witness to major construction delays and prodigious cost increases. So at the 
moment it is not apparent how such a Generation III+ nuclear power station unit can 
be 'affordable in economic terms'. It is also unclear how a service life of at least 60 
years can be guaranteed, since no information about operational experience of any 
kind with such a reactor type is available. It should also be noted that there is no 
reactor type worldwide which has actually achieved such a service life.  
 
Assessment of the consequences of a major incident 
 
Neither was it possible to find any detailed assessment of an accident or its impact 
on the environment in the documentation. After the events of 11 March 2011 in 
Fukushima at the very latest, the assumption that the radiation from the planned 
nuclear power station Wylfa Newydd in normal operation and in the case of incidents 
and design basis accidents would not constitute a hazard, and would at worst only 
cause problems locally in the case of an accident, cannot be upheld. The disasters in 
the former USSR and Japan have shown quite clearly that the forecasts quoting odds 
for the occurrence of major accidents at a maximum of one event in ten million years 
were wrong. 
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